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A Plea to Members for Members 


Tell those you meet during the 
summer about the F. P. A. Let every 
member secure one new member be- 
fore October Ist. 

The office will gladly mail literature 
upon request. 
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THE AMERICANS ARE THERE 


HE Allied Conference on the Dawes 

Report, which met in London, July 16, 
has been marked by a promising spirit of 
determination to win through the difficul- 
ties and divergent interests of the nine 
countries represented, to a working agree- 
ment. Prime Minister MacDonald, in his 
address of welcome, emphasized the point 
made in the Dawes Report that it must 
be taken as an indissoluble whole, warned 
that an attempt to alter details would re- 
sult in disagreement and delay, made an 
impressive plea for action on broad lines, 
and welcomed the presence of the Ameri- 
cans at the Conference. 

Three Committees were appointed: 

(1) To deal with the problem of German 
default—to decide what body is to 
determine when Germany shall have 
defaulted, and if so what measures are 
to be taken. 

(2) To consider how best to restore eco- 
nomic and fiscal unity in Germany, as 
postulated by the Dawes plan. 

(3) To consider the institution of a special 
body to receive and transfer repara- 
tion payments to the creditor nations. 

All three Committees are facing a deli- 
eate task if the various national interests 
are to be harmonized. Apparently the 
sreatest difficulty so far has been encoun- 
tered in the First Committee over the ques- 
tion whether the French may take separ- 
ate action in case of default, which would 
of course jeopardize the necessary loan. 

Wearing a conspicuous badge of un- 
officialdom, Americans are nevertheless 
playing an admittedly important part in 
the negotiations. In addition to Ambassa- 
dor Kellogg, Ambassador Houghton, Col- 
onel James A. Logan, and Owen D. Young, 
Secretary Hughes happens to be at pres- 
ent in London attending the meeting of 
the Bar Association. Secretary Mellon, 
of the Treasury, Mr. J. P. Morgan and Mr. 
Thomas W. Lamont are also present—un- 


officially. Mr. Lamont, after a conference 
on Monday with the British Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, the French and Italian 
finance ministers and the Governor of the 
Bank of England, had a private confer- 
ence with Premier Herriot during which, 
it is said, M. Herriot appealed for Ameri- 
can support because of American friend- 
ship to France, to which Mr. Lamont re- 
plied that he understood the loan was to 
go not to France but to Germany. 

Mr. Owen D. Young, in interviews in 
the French and German press, declared 
that “the United States Government” 
wishes the prompt execution of the Dawes 
plan without changes and without involv- 
ing “positive adherence to the Versailles 
Treaty or its organs” (presumably a refer- 
ence to the Reparation Commission), and 
said pointedly that the plan envisaged the 
restoration of economic unity of Germany 
“as soon as Germany took steps toward 
carrying out the plan’”—not after the full 
execution thereof. This is one of the main 
points at issue between the French and 
British. 

Mr. Charles Evans Hughes, as President 
of the American Bar Association, in the 
first speech ever made by an American 
Secretary of State upon European soil, 
explained that the American Government 
was one of “checks and balances” [a term 
which might lend itself to malicious fiscal 
connotations], and defended the foreign 
policy of the Republican Administration on 
the general ground that there had been no 
unity of opinion in America which would 
warrant our official cooperation in Euro- 
pean political affairs. Nevertheless, “You 
may count,” said he, “upon our interest 
and assistance in the necessary measures 
to assure the economic rehabilitation of 
Europe. It does not matter that this aid 
is not given by the Government . . . Had 


we attempted to make America’s contri- 
bution to the recent plan a Governmental 
matter we should have been involved in a 
hopeless debate, and there would have 
been no adequate action. We should have 
been beset with demands, objections, in- 
structions . . . You have the Dawes plan 
and you have had the participation of 
American experts with the liberty of con- 
structive effort, which was essential, be- 
cause it was undertaken in the only way 
in which success was possible ... My 
confidence that a way will be found to sur- 
mount all the existing difficulties lies in 
the fact that failure would invite chaos.” 


CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


OLLOWING the refusal of the State 
Department to endorse the Draft 
Treaty of Mutual Assistance*—the Cecil- 
Réquin plan—Great Britain and Canada 
have now notified the League Council that 
they cannot adhere to the Treaty for vari- 
ous reasons. The British Prime Minister 
in a document detailing the British objec- 
tions, makes a rather puzzling statement 
to the effect that the British Naval Staff 
considers that the proposed treaty would 
necessitate an increase in the British 
Naval Forces. He objects also to the 
authorization of regional treaties as likely 
to create the former system of special alli- 
ances, and expressed his fear that too 
much power would be given under the 
Treaty to the Council of the League, which 
would thus become an executive body in- 
stead of an advisory body. 


We May Have to Speak to Russia 


HINA has extended recognition to the 
Russian Soviet Government and by 
mutual agreement the legations in China 
and Russia are to be raised to the status 


of Embassies. R. L. Karakhan has been 
named as Russia’s first Ambassador. The 
change will raise certain interesting ques- 
tions in the diplomatic circles in China, as 
the Russian Envoy at Peking would take 
precedence as Ambassador over the Min- 
isters of the other powers. Even if the 
other nations follow Russia’s example and 
appoint Ambassadors, Russia would still 
hold precedence by virtue of the earlier 
appointment. 

The two governments have also come 
to terms regarding the old dispute over 
the Chinese Eastern Railway, whereby 
they mutually agree that the future of the 
railway shall be determined by China and 
Russia to the exclusion of any third party 
or parties. The agreement has caused ex- 
citement in various foreign offices as it is 
charged that the document grants to So- 
viet Russia a special sphere of influence 
which disregards the agreement reached 
at the Washington Conference on Limita- 
tion of Armament. Resolution 13 of the 


*See last week's News Bulletin. 
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Washington Conference designates China 
as “trustee” of the railway and places 
upon her the responsibility for the inter- 
ests of foreign stockholders, bondholders 
and creditors, the United States being 
listed among the latter to the amount of 
$5,000,000. The interested governments 
have already addressed protests to the 
Chinese foreign office on the ground that 
Russia has received rights in China such 
as have seldom been granted before to a 
foreign power. 

A Chinese-Russian conference has been 
called to settle disputed questions not cov- 
ered in the recognition agreement. 

It is expected that Secretary Hughes 
will discuss the problem of recognition of 
Russia with the British and French Gov- 
ernments. 


No Agreement On Opium 

HE Committee of Experts, entrusted 

with drafting a preliminary conven- 
tion to be submitted to the International 
Opium Conference in November, have 
failed after months of negotiations to 
reach an agreement. The matter will 
therefore be thrashed out on the floor of 
the Conference, which is called to consider 
the problem of how to make the Hague 
Convention more effective. Although all 
four countries differed on details, the final 
line-up found the Americans and British 
fighting together for a strict limitation of 
manufactured drugs, under a Board of 
Control, whereas the French and Dutch 
insisted that a strict control of contraband 
and illegal sales was sufficient. Because 
of the disagreement, four draft conven- 
tions will be submitted to the League of 
Nations Commission on Opium at its 
August meeting, with a request for its 
views which will be circulated with the 
four drafts to the Governments concerned. 


HILE the official count of ballots in 
the recent Mexican election has not 
yet been completed, it seems virtually cer- 
tain that General Plutarco Elias Calles 
has been chosen President by a large ma- 
jority. It was the endorsement of Calles 
by Obregon which brought about the re- 
cent revolution led by Adolfo de la Huerta, 
which was suppressed by the Nationalist 
forces after the American Government 
placed an embargo on arms to Mexico. 
Mr. Charles B. Warren, the American 
Ambassador to Mexico, has resigned his 
office on the ground that the particular 
work for which he went to Mexico was 
virtually completed. His successor has 
not yet been appointed. 


Caillaux, former Premier of France, 
has been granted an amnesty restoring his 
political right, thus bringing him again 
into the arena where he has so often 
played a brilliant and powerful part. 
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